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Western MiSTake
Student written, edited, printed on campus each week.
TUESDAY, APRIL 1, 1952

State Teachers College, Moorhead, Minnesota

April Fool's Edition

MS Basketball Players Bribed;
Snarf Bans Athletics Forever
In a surprise move last night, FBI
men took into custody nine MSTC
basketball players supected of throw
ing games and shaving points for the
past two seasons. The players names
are to be withheld until a formal
charge is made which is exjected at
any moment.
Four other members of the squad
are also under investigation and it is
hinted that when the manner is
brought to light, the entire team will
be involved.
The news came as a shock to the
MS campus and students who had

watched their team take it on the
chin 35 times in the past two sea
sons.
Many found it hard to believe the
Eastern basketball scandal of a few
months ago would reach this far west.
It was thought that small colleges
were immune, but with this new out
break many mid-western colleges are
hastily checking their athletic sys
tems.
It is not known at this time just
how many people are involved, but
the officials did say the briber was a
Konkordia graduate.
Among the 20 odd games so far

supected of being tampered with
are the 61 to 60 lost to the AC last
year and the overtime 77 to 72 de
feat by St. Cloud during the past
season.
President O. O. Snarry, in a press
release late last night stated that ath
letics, at MS would be discontinued.
It is also rumored that as an after
math of the scandal the entire MSTC
athletic plant would be revised.
Tentative plans are to plant well
paying sugar beets in the football field
and store them in the gymnasium.
Coach Boy Homek was not availible for comment.

Talent Scout Sees
Songfest; Owls
Receive Offer
Announcement was made early to
day that Broadway talent scout had
attended the AE Songfest, and after
a few quick consulations has decided
to sign up all four MS sorority acts
as preceding numbers with the New
York presentation of "South Pacific."
Mr. Whataliar was very enthusiastic
about the whole Songfest, saying that
he was "just dying to take all of those
lovely girls to New York."
Another talent scout at the Song
fest has deinitely decided to sign up
all members of the "Operations Li
berty" act. This talent scout was Ma
jor General I. Gotcha of the United
on the strength of the precision and
States Marine Corps, and has decided
manliness of the act, to sign all the
Owls for immediate overseas duty.

Come Home Don!
A l l is Forsiven

SLIP SKENGER, DRAWS FROM Dragon Masquer experience, and makes
it look realistic.

Library Party This Afternoon
For the first time in the history A
\1STC an all-college get-acquainted
party will be held this afternoon in
ihe reference room of the college
library.
In charge of the party are "Karky"
Kee who will serve sandwitches, root
beer and pretzels; and "Bernie" Qill,
who will call the square dances.
This will be the main social event
of the year, with a floor show being
held every half hour by the members
of the faculty.
Classes will be dismissed this after
noon in orde r to make it possible for
all of the students to come to this
gala event.
Come in your plaid shirts and cali
coes kids, and prepare yourselves for
a riproaring time in the college li
brary.
Tea and crumpets will be served

KARY KEE WILL SERVE ROOT
BEER AND PRETZELS at library
party this afternoon. Dr. Pettythieve
N. Sling has nothing to do with party;
see own story on next page.
to those genteel folks who do not
like root beer and pretzels; prizes
will be given to the champion tea
and root beer drinkers.

The impeachment decision came as
a climax of a torchlight gathering
which was held last night on the steps
of Weld Hall. Leader of the "Oust
Jittleson" movement was big strapping
Jee Tagen Lohnson, another MS
freshman.
Lohnson, his strident voice boom
ing, shouted that," Too long have we
had this character leading us, we want
a president who will show us the way

In a special, exclusive press con
ference early this morning, Commis
sion president "Beef" Olson made the
startling anouncement that, 'following
a joint meting of the old and new
commissioners, concerning the budget,
in was discovered that former presi
dent Mart Mix had mysteriously dis
appeared, and along with him all of
the money for the 1952-53 Activity
Fund.
Moorhead police are hot on the trail
of fugitive Mix, and are quickly fol
lowing up the first lead in the case
which concerns the fact that Mix has
been spending considerable time at
Concordia
College during recent
weeks.
Friends of the missing man report-

Carlo M. Sagner

5

By

SNORTY SORT
The basketball scandal that has just
broken so violently on our own dear
little campus has created a to-do among almost all concerned.
Dr. Snerr's decision to ban ath
letics at the school has met with con
siderable opposition, especially among
the faculty.
Miss Tethl Painter has declared her
intention to resign unless the "ban" is
lifted immediately. "I have always
thought," she asserted, That athletics
should be of the first importance in
school.
I can remember when I played left
half for good old Chicago U. In those
days there was no such thing as class
work for the athletes and that is the
way it should be." "I think that the
president is being unduly harsh. I've
thrown a few games myself," she
added wiping away a tear.
"If those poor boys had only said
that they wanted money we could
have fixed them up," she said, "They
did not have to sell themselves to
those awful, awful gamblers."
Mr. Searr stated that he thought he
had done the right thing although
"It was hard decision." Snow who
had stopped here for a few days be
tween trips to Atlantic City had to
stay over because of the desperate sit
uation.
"I was torn with grief," said the
prexy, "But I felt -deep down inside

Causes Faculty Rift;
Konkordian Honored
that I was doing right."
Captain Carl Headstrom, the only
ball player not indicted said that he
felt "miserable."
It seems that the atempt to shave
points was discovered because it was
too successful. Each player thought
that he was the only one in on the
deal. Consequently the Dragoons lost
some games by perfectly ridiculous
scores.
The MSTC "M" club has instiuted
a program designed to make better
relations between this school and Con
cordia. "We had to in the interests of
good brotherhood," says Jawn Feston.
"We actually love those boys."
Last fall after the MS-Concordia
football game the sports editor of the
Concordian wrote an excellent column
cnocerning the tactics of the MS ball
players.
At that time most students here
were quite riled. "I have been gross
ly mis-quoted," said Groven. "I never
meant it to be a slam at MS. I've
always had nothing but respect for
your football players," he said with a
touch of self sympathy.
However justice has finally
been
done. Dr. Dater, after many months
of cajoling, has gained permission to
mount Mr. Grovens article in the
Fine Arts center. "Such masterful
literature rightly deserves recogni
tion," she said.
At long last Groven can come out
from seculsion.

ed that Mix has seemed to be in a
very depressed mood for the past
week or two, living soley on a diet
of fish and lefse' and spending all of
his spare time playing the Concordia
"Alma Mater" on his clarinet.
Olson, looking haggard and spent,
and smoking one cigar after another,
said that the money had been in the
presidential conference room in which
only he and Mix were present when
Flson was called from the room for
a phone call.
The phone call — believed a phony
— was from an unidentified woman,
believed to be Mix's wife, with a

southern accent who wanted to know
what had happened to the Fergus
Falls basketball team in the spring
tournaments.
When Olson returned he found the
room locked, and after rousing a jani
tor and geting the dor opened, the
loss was discovered.
Police have disclosed that Mix is be
lieved to have had an accomplice,
but they stated definitely that all MS
TC students are under suspicion and
subject to questioning at any time
from noiw until the culprit is ap
prehended.

Revision Of Social Dept;
Dr. Breezy Resigns
A complete revision of the social
studies department at MSTC is plan
ned for next year, because of an im
portant discovery in the field
of
psychology.

to new educational levels, and who
will set an example for us and our
posterity."

According to Dr. Joseph Breezy,
head of the department, the revision
will he accomplanied by his resigna
tion.

Jittleson, a shy, retiring freshman
from Forehead High School, is an
immigrant from Lowe Slobovia and
plans on sending for the rest of his
family if he manages to get an. ath
letic scholarship for his participation
in intramurel sports.
When questioned about his reaction
to the decision he said, "If I'm not
the kind of character they want, I
guess I had better go."

S

NORT
TORIES

Basketball Scandal

Mart Mix Absconds With Funds

Freashmen Plan To Impeach
Class Prexy Kon Jittleson
Soap box speeches and mass riots
have preceded the impeachment of
freshman class president Kon Jittle
son.

Dr. O. W. SNORE in confcr^ne with personal lawyer; seen writing

ban

Dr.Moe Breezy

Little Gem Print S/)Op -Conterfeiting

O n MSTC Campus-Special Rates To Students And Faculty.

The discovery, as presented in the
March isue of Follier's magazine, pro
claims that a new shock treatment
can completely wipe out the memory
of a human being. The treatment has
possibilities in the area of reclamation
of criminal and mentally unstable
persons.

Dr. Breezy said, "I have always
conducted my social studies program
under the philosophy that 'Patterns
once worn in are eradicated only with
difficulty.' In the face of this new dis
covery, I have no choice but to re
linquish my position."
Dotty Johnsdaughter, instructor in
the department, when informed of
the decision, said "Oh. Well, I'm
certain that my methods are adaptable
enough to adjust to the new situation.
Henceforth, I will require three
term papers of every student. Then,
if the process does work on one of
them, he can consult the papers and
one of my reading lists."

Done In Small Denominations; Convenietly Located

MOONSHiNiNG DONE O N THE SIDE ask for Bud

as the editors see if

No Money-No Issues/
No Typewriter-No Copy;
Work-No/SpekuUtion-Yes
As you have know doubt read elsewhere in this issue, Mart Mix absconded
with every penny of the 1952-53 funds. My business manager tells me that we
have to make some drastic cuts somewhere and as you see the results is a
two page MiSTake.
In addition both our mailing lists, regular and high school students, will not
receive an issue of the paper this time. I do not think it is necessary to elaborate
on the fact that paper, ink and stamps all cost money.
RETURN THAT TYPEWRITER

While were on the subject of money, would the person who "liberated" the
typewriter from the MiSTake office please return it. It has been missing for
three weeks now and my reporters are using this as an excuse for turning
copy in late or for not turning it in at all.
I realize that it is astrong temptation at term paper time, but it is still
the beginning of the Spring quarter and I know that you will not be using
it until the night before the paper comes due. So will you please return that
typewriter? Don't be like the dog in the manger.
WHAT IS THE VALUE OF (HIGHER LEARNING

Dr. Pettythieve N. Sling's removal brings to every student's mind the
real value of higher learning. You can't help but wonder if it is worth all the
the effort you have to put into it.
I, for one, intend to take the time and energy previously devoted to pursu
ing learning and expend it in aimless speculation. Maybe even pick up a minor
in cards.
Oh, I'll pick up a sophisticated terminology of my favorite subjects because
then your uncertainty can be explained and even give a certain nobility.
Matters mental are deprecated to the advantage of materialistic endeavors
anyway. Admittedly we have become highly engrossed in picking up a buck,
but doesn't it deserve the stature we have given it?
.We want everything easy; just as it is our right to have things easy. If it
doesn't come that way, we can always fall back on one of the finest sets of
rationalizations in the history of mankind.
We can derive them from our general education courses if we try hard
enough. Instead of taking them as guides for living, all we have to do is make
them excuses for not living. Its almost fun to fail then; with all these highsounding props for our failure.
O.K., so we can't study; we can't go away alone and think. Who wanted to
anyhow? The big secret is in picking the clause or phrase from the jargon of
some study and you have your excuse — It even sounds "romantic."
If we have to, we can always blame it onto the youth of the country or on
its size or on the small salaries paid to mental workers. No need to blame it
on ourselves.
We are not here to get knowledge, but a degree which will enable us
to get some place where we can use that the degree for all its worth. Who
needs knowledge; anyone can pick that up as he drifts along?
By looking for fatalistic notions offered in courses, we can ease off ourselves,
but that means you can't give the books or the instructors or anything else
a chance. No quarter can be given.
After all, we are what we are and we must make the best of it. Its usually
someone else's fault anyway. Our problems are greater now than they ever were
before; that's why we can't devise a few modern solutions. All those antidotes
concocted years ago solve them best anyhow. And that's WHY its not worth
all the effort.

MSTC Installs One-Watt
Radic Station KMST Today
Station KMST \^dl take the air at
noon today. It is a one watt station
owned and operated by Moorhead
State Teachers College.
Dr. J. Kyze, station manager and
former head of the Social Studies De
partment, stated in an exclusive inter
view that KMST-TV, the television
station, will start telocasting Sunday.
The station was built at a cost of
one dollar, a gift from the AE's Songfest profits, in order to give MSTC
an advantage in the bitter competion
for students between MSTC and Konkordia, an across the graveyard trade
school.

FOR THE BIRDS - This unusual
program will feature birds as guests
each week. Beeny Andarsin's parrott
will be the master of cerimonies.
First guests will be Ballard Hall's
(second floor west) parakets.
WIN THE LOOT — This quiz pro
gram will pay cash for the right an
swers. Oswald C. Thirbir is the quiz
master. This program was started to
distribute the million dollar balance
in the school treasury.
TRUTH OR DROP DEAD - Ralf
Kroos will emces this show. Students
will be asked questions from the Hu
manities' tests; if the question is miss
ed, the contestent will go through the
Owl fraternities' first degree.
THIS IS YOUR SCIENCE DE
PARTMENT — True cases from the
files of the Science Department solved
by careful investigation. The first story
will be the "Case of the Missing
Chemistery Paper" or "Marvey Striss,"
the private ear, rides aagin.

It may be remembered that Konkordia opened its station KOBB last
May.
Athletic Director Roi Domic an
nounced MS football games will be
telivised dispite any NCAA rules. He
said, "the thrill of seeing our great
squad battling to victory in Memorial
Stadium will bring every high school •
player in this area to MS."
Program Directer Dwitt Scribble
has relest the schedule which includes
these radio programs:
THE SNARE HOUR - The first
In a special press conference whic]
of the series of lectures will be "Hu
was called immediately after Miss
manities, the Foundation of the Edu
Ainter's release backing all sports, Foxcated Man."
ter Smore did an about face on his
earlier statement in which all ath
NILL BILSIN AND HIS HAPPY
letics were banned.
RANCH BOYS — This noontime pro
Snafv announced that it is his per
gram features old time music. Bilsin
sonal belief that athletics play an im
is known as Tix Rittar in the movies.
portant part in the life of all the stu
HOUSEHOLD HINTS - Little
dents on campus. This was based on
tricks that come in handy around the
the student atendance at all games,
house will be explained by Minnie
he added.
Doll.
POOLES PAIR O'DICE - This re
HITHER AND BACK
cord show features jokes and lectures
on games of chance by Gurch Poole.
The Owls and AE's have announc
ed their merging into one fraternity
TV PRAGRAMS INCLUDE:
for the promotion of personal develop
THE
NORTHERN
TRANSIT
ment, good fellowship and service to
HOUR — Pat Fairies will be in the
the college. The move has been ex
leading role of some opera each week.
pected for sometime and has the ap
Gerald Christianson and his all girl
proval of all concerned.
girl orchestra will provide the music.
The AE Songfest's traveling trophy,
THE ADDYKOTT TRAVELOGUE
won by the Pi Mu Phi sorority March
— The first show will be called, "Beau
21st, ( is to be made available next
tiful Ohio, My Native State."

April 1 -All Fool's Day
Trom the Journal Of Useless Information
Compiled by Derbis Melmoth
Today is Tuesday — it is also the
First of April. Some people call it
April Fool's Ray .... the English
dont....they call it All Fools' Day.
Strangely enough, the Romans didn't
even call it April. They seemed to
like April is better.
However, one thing is sure — you
don't get a Western Mistake in your
mail box every Tuesday. Now that
you have it, you may as well read
it.
Just why we have an April Fools'
Day can, surprisingly enough, be ex
plained. There are a number of dif
ferent stories concerning its origin
which makes it much easier to argue
about.
One group goes back to Noah and
the Ark for an explanation. They say
the April fool custom arose from
Noahs' mistake of sending the dove
out of the Ark at too early a date.
This happened on the 1st of April
and people thought that anyone who
couldn't remember it, should be
punished by being sent on fruitless
errands similar to the doves'.
Others trace the tradition back to
the time of Christs' sentencing by
pilate. To mock Christ, the unbeliev
ers sent him from one place to an
other before finally giving judgment.
This, claim a few is the origin of rid

iculing people we don't like on April
1st.
Some people blame all this foolish
ness on France. Before 1564 most
countries used the now obsolete Julian
calendar. This time piece called April
1st the beginning of a few year which
was celebrated by having parties,
drinking wine, and exchanginb calls.
When the reformed Gregorian cal
endar adopted in 1564 by Charles IX,
New Year's Day was carried back to
our familiar January 1st. However,
people continued to remember April
1st by sending mock gifts or taking
advantage of anyone who had forgottan the change of date.
Today in France, anyone who is
fooled is called a poisson d'avril or
April fish. The American word for
this is "sucker."
After this custom had once been
started, it became popular with most
people and has been continued to the
present time. The moderns observe it
by sending the unexpecting on er
rands after left handed monkey
wrenches, striped paint, board stret
chers and the like.
Some people go so low as to get
a person out of bed for an fictious
phone call. I believe this is carrying
things too far... .

in the mailbag
Letter to Editor:
My deepest sympathy to you and
your staff. The news that the day
known as April fools day which will
be terminated immediately must be
quite a blow.
The founder of this day — or rather
their decendants — have passed leg
islation to the effect that it will be
unlawful for anyone, fool or other
wise, to observe this day in the man
ner in which it has heretofore been
celebrated.
The resoluation also stated that in
order to safeguard strict observence,
there shall cease to be an April 1. The
month of February will be given this
day; it will henceforth have 29 days
with 30 every forth year.
Therefore every month of April
will start with the second, thus elimin
ating the first forever. This change
was instituted to prevent all fools
from observing their special day in
defiance of the law.
It has been claimed by some that
the illuteracy rate has been increasing
in the last years and the elimination
of this day will help solve the situa

tion by taking away the notoriety as
sociated with having a day all your
own.
I was wondering how you and your
staff were bearing up under your loss
of an excuse. With your day gone,
will you try to become literate or will
you continue on in your present stupidness?
Yours for a readable MiSTake,
An inconsistant reader.

DR. FE1 1 I I IllLVE N. SLING
FIGHTS for revolution; seen here go
ing over plan of attack.

'Revolutionist',
Sling Removed
Dr. Pettythieve N. Sling was re
moved from her position in the science
and mathematics department yester
day on a charge of conspiring to over
throw the United States government.
The action came as a result of
charges made before the Clay county
grand jury.
The formal complaint charged that
Dr. Sling was suspected of making the
statement that she believed a course
in revolution should be introduced
into the general education program at
MSTC.
Dr. Sling had no comment except,
"I have complete confidence that in
vestigation will prove the value of
such a program."
The life science and zoology curses
at MSTC have long been famous for
their requirement of a paper on the
subject, with comments on the econ
omic and political implications of a
study of life forms.
Said President Truman, "This is a
definite indication that Taft is not the
man for the presidency."

Flower Stick Does It
Again-This Time Track
Turnout for the track team has
been termed "very gratifying" by Boy
Homek, athletic director. Only one
male turned out, but 75 members of
the female set showed up.
Miss Flower Stcik has taken the
credit for the feminen intrest. "I just
felt that it was high time that us wimmen took over" she said between
chaws of Ol' Honeydew. "I told them
gals to get out and show their stuff."
The one boy present at the first
workout says that they really are
showing their stuff.
When asked what his sentiments
were Mr. Boy said?" Waaal, Ah'm —
ah
ah
Ah's deeply moved, it
is more than Ah could ever hope for,"
added.
One of the aspirants, local deb Fils
Vun Burner said that she thought

that she was a natural for the dash
events. Every evening I attend WCTU
meetings and have to run like mad to
get into the dorm on time se says.
"Far be it for me to try to go up the
fire escape," she gurgled.
Airedale Fagen has picked the
weights as her chosen field.
"I've
had so much experience," she twitter
ed. "You see, at every jam session
over in Billiards Hall I have to hold
the pianner down?" she gushed. "Of
course I ain't figgerin' on doin' any
piano work out an the field but I
should be able to filing that shot put
a fur distance."
Hie first meet is cheduled against
Sabin Tech this afternoon but rumor
has it that the opposition won't show
up.

Mistake Features The Unknown,Anonymous Writer Gets Column

Futhermore, he said, "MS will re
ject as so much eye wash the recom
mendations set up last month by the
A.C.E.
"Miss Sainter's statements clarified
the whole problem," he said. "We will
just have to offer athletic scholarships
that will take care of all our boys'
expenses so that they will not have
to revert to accepting bribes in order
to go to college and at the same time
live."

Are you a cliche connoisser? Do
you clinch your arguments triumpantly with an unrefutable maxim?
Next time you're tempted, think of
Ihese old chestnuts and try again:
Never too old to learn.
You can't teach an old dog new
tricks.
Look before you leap.
He who hesitates is lost.
God helps those who helps them
selves.
"And the meek shall inherit the
earth."
And while on the subjects of con
tradictions — every one wants to go
to heaven yet no one wants to die.
Is there any other way?
Read in a toothpaste ad that "film
on your teeth is harmful and sets the
stage for decay."
Funny thing — also read in the
health magazine "Let's Live!" where
a dentist says that while tooth film
is not the best of beauty aids that

it definitely helps to delay the onset
of decay by forming a protective
covering over the enamel.
Don t mean to pry but how many
of you citizens have filed your 1951
incomes tax returns truthfully? Some
body has to pay for those mink coats
and presidential yachts.
A tip - file on the long form 1040
if you can. More room for deductions.
Hard luck story — if you are single
and have no dependants and you make
160,000 dollars the government takes
120,756 of it.
About those new female hairdos.
Said hi to Joe the Shmoe yesterday
and found out it was Mag the Hag.
Hear the girls go in for beer sham
poos. Costs up to a dollar a bottle too.
Take some advice girlies — drink it.
It 11 go to your head anyway.
Had a terrifying experience the
other night. Dreamt I was back in
Humanities.
Well, gotta go — See you.

year to all organizations requiring its
need when annual pictures are to be
taken. Lois Kjos, Mother Witch, took
this action after considering the matter
carefully.
Starting Monday, March 31st, the
fauclty will wait in line for their meals
along with the students. Their old
dining room will be used exclusively
by student couples wishing to have
proviacy.
This spring quarter the Fine Arts

Center is sponsoring a new program.
It will consist of a series of lectures
on card playing for which credits
will be given to those students desir
ing MSTC's new minor in Cards.
Courses to be offered are Whist 210,
211, 212, Pinochle 300, Bridge 310
and Shuffling and Ethics for advanced
students. If enough are interested a
course in Poker is to be given which
Dr. Doter stated as being "better then
anything offered at Korncordia."

Also a correspondence course in
Solitaire will be made available
through the University of Minnesota.
Those who wish to enroll may do so
in room 110 of the Fine Arts Center.
John Weston, President of the "M"
Club, informs us the cinders for the
new track are ready to be spread as
soon as the weather permits. It was
decided in a meeting last week that
the boys are to work the morning shift
an dthe girls the afternoon.

MISS FLOWER STICK me Ol' Honeydew, anytime."

Give

